Blogger Toolbox

A list of Danny's favorite sites and tools for bloggers - Journalistopia.com

FIND BLOGS
Alltop - http://alltop.com
Alltop is a great directory of the best blogs on the Internet, broken down by subject area.

Technorati, Google Blog Search – http://blogsearch.google.com,  http://technorati.com/ 
These are the two best search engines specific to blogs.
ADVICE
Problogger – http://www.problogger.net 
Find blogging advice on everything from generating revenue to embracing social media.

Copyblogger – http://www.copyblogger.com 
Copyblogger has general blogging advice but focused on how to write effective copy. 
Chris Brogan - http://www.chrisbrogan.com/
Brogan is an expert on blogging and social media who delivers great posts.

Read this: http://www.chrisbrogan.com/40-ways-to-deliver-killer-blog-content/

J-Learning - http://www.j-learning.org/
J-Learning is a great resource for tutorials for the technical aspects of online journalism.
RSS READERS
Bloglines - http://www.bloglines.com or http://beta.bloglines.com

Bloglines is a popular RSS reader used read blogs. Personally, I prefer the Beta version.

Google Reader - http://www.google.com/reader
Google Reader is another popular RSS reader.
IMAGE EDITORS, FIND PHOTOS
Picnik – http://www.picnik.com

Picnik is a free, simple web-based photo editor. It has a nice Firefox plugin.

Photoshop Express - https://www.photoshop.com/express

Express provides many of Photoshop's features in a free web-based editing tool.

Flickr - http://flickr.com

Search for great Creative Commons-licensed photos to use in posts. Make sure to link back.

More image editors here: http://sixrevisions.com/tools/web-based-image-editors

SEARCH ENGINE OPTIMIZATION
Google AdWords Keyword Tool - https://adwords.google.com/select/KeywordToolExternal
Use this powerful tool to find keywords for your content.

Google Insights - http://www.google.com/insights/search/
Are the keywords “Dolphins championship” or “Dolphins Super Bowl” the ones being searched? Use this tool to compare.

Google Trends - http://www.google.com/trends
This tool spotlights hot searches. Use it smartly and quickly to boost search traffic.

Search Engine Optimization for Dummies by Peter Kent- http://snipurl.com/e92kt
That’s a link to an Amazon page, making this is the only printed book on this list. That should tell you something. IMHO, this is THE book to read on SEO. Memorize this thing.
SOCIAL NETWORKING & BOOKMARKING
Facebook - http://www.facebook.com

Facebook centers around personal details, friends and groups.

Twitter – http://twitter.com

Twitter is a site where users share 140-character updates with friends. Use Twitter with desktop applications Tweetdeck or Twhirl for a much better experience.

Digg -
http://digg.com/

StumbleUpon (Make sure to try the toolbar!) - http://www.stumbleupon.com/

Reddit - http://www.reddit.com/

Delicious - http://delicious.com/

Tailrank - http://tailrank.com/

OTHER

WordPress – http://wordpress.org

One of the best blogging platforms out there. It's free and has thousands of plugins.

PollDaddy and MicroPoll - http://polldaddy.com and http://www.micropoll.com

Create embeddable polls for your site with no hassle.

Tableizer! - http://tableizer.journalistopia.com

Quickly turns spreadsheets into HTML tables you can put online. Built by yours truly!

Cover It Live - http://www.coveritlive.com/

Provide liveblogging updates and host web chats with an embeddable widget.

Audacity - http://audacity.sourceforge.net

Audacity is a powerful, free audio-editing suite used by many multimedia producers.

